Cerebral metabolism in severe neonatal hyperbilirubinemia.
The metabolism of the basal ganglia was examined by using proton magnetic resonance spectroscopy in 5 neonates with severe hyperbilirubinemia. A decreased N-acetylaspartate/choline ratio, indicating neuronal injury, and an abnormally high lactate/N-acetylaspartate ratio were found only in the neonate with neonatal magnetic resonance imaging abnormalities and subsequent cerebral palsy.